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in a beautifully tattooed native from the Philippines whom he had
discovered in the market-place of Bcncoolen and had forthwith
bought from his previous owner. He felt sure that there would
be a fortune in exhibiting his ' painted prince' to the London
public, but, lacking the necessary capital to hire a hall, he was
obliged to sell his walking picture-gallery to another merchant.
Then (for, after all, he had to eat) he bethought himself of the
profits that were being made just then out of travel books, so
turned author and published a volume entitled A New Voyage
round the World. This volume, which he dedicated to the Earl
of Halifax, came at exacdy the right moment, for the English
Government was seriously considering the possibilities of estab-
lishing a colony on the Isthmus of Panama. This plan fell
through, but Dampier, making use of the knowledge he had
acquired of that part of America during his buccaneering days,
set himself up as an expert and managed to be called upon as a
witness by the Isthmian Commission.

He was a man with a fluent tongue, and he did so well and
made such a good impression that soon afterwards he was ap-
proached by two officials of the Admiralty who were thinking
of sending him back to the Pacific to arrange for an English
colony on the coast of New Holland.

Fifty years before van Diemcn, the Governor-General of the
Dutch East Indies, had wanted to take possession of the Great
Southland as part of the Company's defences against England.
This time it was the English who wanted to occupy New Hol-
land to protect themselves against the Dutch. A British fortress
just south of Java would be a constant menace to the safety of
the Hollanders in the north. Was Master Dampier willing to go
back to New Holland and find out what could be done along
that line?

Master Dampier, who was impatiently charing under his en-
forced idleness, was more than willing to do anything that
would take him, back to sea. On January 14 of the year 1699,
more than half a century after Tasman had set forth upon his